
 
Year in Review 2015-2016 

 

Annual Meeting 

The Mid-Hudson School Study Council held 
its annual dinner meeting on the campus of Mount 
Saint Mary College in Newburgh on Wednesday, 
April 27, 2016, with 207 people in attendance.  At 
the conclusion of the social hour, sponsored by 
Ameresco and Keystone Associates, President 
Hackett called the meeting to order and opened 
the business portion of the evening.  Approved 
were new officers for 2016-2017, followed by 
approval of executive committee members for the 
upcoming year.  Attending members also adopted 
a budget of $133,110 as presented by the Budget 
Committee, chaired by Mr. Sean Michel, 
Superintendent of the Chester Union Free School 
District. 

The following MHSSC officers were elected 
for the 2016-17 school year: President, Nancy 
Hackett (Sullivan West), Vice President, Sean 
Michel (Chester), Treasurer, Kevin Castle (Wallkill) 
and Past President, Joe Phelan (Rhinebeck). 

Newly elected members of MHSSC’s 
executive committee include: Rosario Agostaro 
(Roundout Valley), Edward Fuhrman (Croton-
Harmon), Brian Monahan (Minisink Valley), Andy 
Irvin (Carmel), and Elsie Rodriquez (Monroe-
Woodbury).   

The following members were re-elected to 
serve another two year term: Robert Dufour 
(Eldred), Ileana Eckert (North Rockland), John Evans 
(Roscoe), Deborah Fox (Livingston Manor), Deborah 
Haab (Highland), Marty Handler (Pine Plains), Ivan  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Katz (Fallsburg), Michael Tierney (Dover), Lisa Wiles 
(Ellenville) and Peggy Zugibe (North Rockland). 

The MHSSC was proud to once again present 
their awards for Educational Leadership during the 
annual meeting.  The 2016 recipients were Joan Carbone 
(Pine Bush), Jane Gangi (MSMC), and Greer Rychcik 
(Hyde Park).  Congratulations to all three for their 
outstanding leadership in the education field. 

New this year, and at the request of the 
membership, were awards for Teaching Excellence and 
the Golden Apple.  Teaching Excellence Awards were 
given to: Carolyn Baker (Valley Central), Kathleen Genco 
(Pine Bush), Carmel Lambe (Roscoe), Jane Leo (Marist 
College), and Ellen Nutters (Monticello).  Golden Apple 
Awards, signifying 50 years of service in education, were 
given to Ron Bauer (Sullivan West), Joe Casarella (North 
Rockland), Sandra Johnson (Livingston Manor), and Janet 
Seaman (Washingtonville). The Council thanks Mount 
Saint Mary College for hosting this event, as well as 
Acting President of MSMC, Jim Raimo, for his 
enthusiastic greeting. The awards for the Annual 
Meeting were sponsored by ECG Engineering, and we  
thank them for their continued support of our 
programming.

     
Carolyn Baker, Teaching Excellence, Valley Central 
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District Clerk Workshop 

On Wednesday, March 9, 2016, the MHSSC 
held their spring District Clerk Workshop on the 
campus of Mount Saint Mary College with 
approximately 40 clerks in attendance.  Margo 
May, from the law firm of Shaw, Perelson, May & 
Lambert led the training session, and the Council 
thanks Margo for her outstanding presentation. 

Council Names New Executive Director 

The MHSSC Executive Committee met on 
January 27, 2016, and unanimously approved 
Roberta Greene (Robbie) as their new Executive 
Director, effective March 18, 2016.  Robbie, who 
retired in March after having served as 
Superintendent of the Washingtonville Central 
School District for the past 10 years, replaces Dr. 
Robert Dillon, who resigned in early fall to become 
the District Superintendent of Nassau BOCES.  The 
Council thanks those members who served on the 
interview committee for all of their work, and as 
expressed by President Hackett, “Robbie was the 
perfect choice for the Council’s leadership 
position.” 

MHSSC Partners with Regional Fair 
Funding 

 On Tuesday, January 5, 2016, the MHSSC, 
in partnership with Regional Fair Funding, hosted 
Susan Lerner from “Common Cause New York” at 
an event held at Monroe-Woodbury high school.  
Lerner, along with panelists from NYSUT, NYSSBA 
and NYSCOSS, discussed the role of ‘big money’ 
and its impact on educational policy in New York.   
The basis for the discussion was the publication 
entitled: “Polishing the Apple: Examining Political 
Spending in New York to Influence Education 
Policy”.  The event was moderated by Barry Lewis, 
Executive Editor of the Times Herald Record.  A full 

copy of the report can be found at: 
http://www.commoncause.org/assets/states/new-
york/polishing-the-apple/edureport-title-image.jpg 

MHSSC Joins in Amicus Brief 

Along with the Middletown Enlarged City School 
District and R.E.F.I.T, (Reform Educational 
Financing Inequities Today) (case No. 521358), the 
MHSSC joined in filing an Amicus Brief (friend of 
the court) regarding inequitable funding for small 
city schools in New York.  The MHSSC thanks Sean 
Michel, Superintendent of the Chester UFSD, for 
representing the Council in Albany as part of these 
proceedings.    

 
 From Pine Bush:  Kathleen Genco, Teaching Excellence 
Award and Joan Carbone, Educational Leadership Award    

Regents’ Visit  

            On September 10, 2015, the Council was 
privileged to have as their guests Regents Johnson 
and Ouderkirk who shared impressions and 
opinions of their work to date on the Board of 
Regents. The session allowed for participation and 
discussion; MHSSC is grateful for the opportunity to 
hear firsthand from Regents members. 

 

http://www.commoncause.org/assets/states/new-york/polishing-the-apple/edureport-title-image.jpg
http://www.commoncause.org/assets/states/new-york/polishing-the-apple/edureport-title-image.jpg
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Ron Bauer and Nancy Hackett, Sullivan West 

 
Ron Bauer and his Golden Apple 

 

 

MHSSC Joins SCOPE & R.E.F.I.T 

On Monday, October 19, 2015, during the annual 
NYSSBA convention, the MHSSC partnered with 
SCOPE and R.E.F.I.T. for a breakfast meeting at 
Rosie O’Grady’s in NYC to hear a panel discussion 
on education finance related topics.  This was the 
second year for this event which included over 200 
attendees.  The MHSSC was represented by 
members of various Districts from each of our 7-
county region, as well as by the members of our 
Executive Committee and elected officers.  

Looking Ahead …….. 

The MHSSC, in partnership with our higher 
education colleagues, have agreed to partner on a 
research project for 2016-2017 that will result in 
data collection and analysis to be used as part of 
the CAEP (Council for Accreditation of Educator 
Preparation) process for our colleges and 
universities, while simultaneously gathering P-12 
teacher certification data identifying areas of 
expected need over the course of the next 5 years.  
A sub-committee of the Council, led by Dr. Edward 
Sullivan from Marist College, will work this summer 
to design a survey instrument that will be sent to all 
in the MHSSC membership.  The survey will ask for 
data and information from the school districts 
about the level of preparation of teacher candidates 
from the respective colleges and universities, the 
impact of their teacher candidates on the teaching 
and learning process in our local schools, as well as 
areas of perceived weakness relative to the CAEP 
standards.  The data derived from this survey will 
guide teacher preparation and programming as 
candidates are trained to become our next 
generation of educators.  In addition, the survey will 
ask districts to identify areas of teacher certification 
need, both current and projected over the next 5 
years with anticipated retirements.  The MHSSC 
membership can expect to hear more about this 
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collaborative effort over the summer as the survey 
instrument is developed.  We look forward to 
gathering a rich data set that will assist all as we 
look at future educator needs in the Hudson Valley. 

Independent Evaluator Requirement 
Under 3012-d 
 
Several member schools have approached the 
MHSSC asking about the possibility of gathering a 
cadre of retired administrators who would be 
willing to serve as Independent Evaluators for 
Districts next year as they begin to operate under 
the requirements for 3012-d.  If this is an area of 
need for your district, or if you know someone who 
may be interested in serving as an Independent 
Evaluator (for principals), please give us a call at the 
office. 

 

Janet Seaman, Washingtonville and Sandra Johnson, 
Livingston Manor – Golden Apple Winners 

Mid-Hudson School Study Council                            
330 Powell Ave. Newburgh, NY 12550                   
845-569-3660                     
roberta.greene@msmc.edu 
lynne.cruger@msmc.edu              
www.midhudsonssc.org   

        

            SAVE the DATES for 2016-2017 

August 5, 2016     61st MHSSC Annual School Law 
Conference @ MSMC – 
8:30AM 

Sept. 14                 Ex. Committee Mtg. @ MSMC  
9:00AM 

Sept. 17 Leadership Forum for Board 
Presidents /Superintendents 
@TBD - 9:00am 

Sept. 29  EPC Workshop @ Dutchess 
BOCES – 9:30AM 

Oct. 13  MHSSC Awards for Excellence 
@ Anthony’s Pier 9 – 6:00PM 

Nov. 10 Cyber Security – Part 1 @ 
MSMC – 5:00PM 

Nov. 17 Cyber Security – Part 2 @ 
MSMC – 5:00PM 

Dec. 8 Ex. Committee Mtg. @ MSMC  
9:00AM 

March 15 Ex. Committee Mtg. @ MSMC  
9:00AM 

March 16 District Clerk Forum @ MSMC  
9:00AM 

April 27 Annual Meeting @ MSMC– 
6:00PM 

June 8  Ex. Committee Mtg. @ MSMC  9:00AM       

Additional programs in development:                         
*  Transgender students in athletics                             
*  Fall District Clerk Workshop                                  
Watch e-mail and the website for details. 
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