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Welcome to the 2017-2018 School 

Year! 

     On behalf of the Mid-Hudson School Study 

Council office and the Executive Committee, we 

extend to the membership our wishes for a suc-

cessful 2017-2018 academic year.  We thank our 

membership for their continued support and 

please know that the Council stands ready to as-

sist as needs arise. 

Message from the MHSSC President      
Dr. Nancy M. Hackett   

Welcome back.  

After being in education my entire life I find my-

self getting ready for the opening of school with-

out even thinking. It’s like clockwork. I find myself 

looking for the first day of school clothes and sup-

plies every August while planning the months 

ahead. If you think about what we do as educa-

tors, we can strive for these three things: 

o   Engage in lifelong learning 

o   Enrich the lives of students each 

and every day 

o   Nurture the relationships we build 

while impacting the future 

At the Mid- Hudson School Study Council, we have 

been busy this summer planning a full calendar of 

events. Explore the opportunities to listen and 

learn on our website. 

 Have a wonderful start of the school year and 

enjoy!       

62nd Annual School Law Conference 

     On Friday, August 4, 2017, the MHSSC con-

ducted their annual law conference at the Monroe

-Woodbury high school located in Central Valley.  

The program included an opening general session 

entitled “Free Speech in an Educational Setting” , 

presented by James Drohan & Daniel Petigrow of 

Thomas, Drohan, Waxman, Petegrow & Mayle, 

LLP, and a closing general session entitled, “A legal 

Update on New Laws, Regulations & Judicial Deci-

sions affecting Public Education”, presented by Jay 

Worona, Deputy Executive Director & General 

Counsel of NYSSBA. 

     Breakout sessions this year were offered in 

three interest area strands: Technology, Higher 

Education and Current Issues.  Lawyers represent-

ing the firms of Thomas Drohan Waxman Petigrow 

& Mayle, LLP, Shaw Perelson May & Lambert, LLP, 

Harris Beach, LLP, and Bond Schoeneck & King, 

LLP, all contributed to making this a noteworthy 

event.  The MHSSC would like to thank the Mon-

roe– Woodbury Central School District and staff 

for their hospitality and willingness to host the 

Law Conference this year. 

     In addition, on behalf of the MHSSC and our 

member schools, we extend a heartfelt thanks to 

all of our presenters for the excellent information 

shared.  Mark your calendars for our 63rd annual 

Law Conference next summer.  It is scheduled for 

Friday, August 3, 2018, and as always, suggested 

topics from our membership are welcome and can 

be sent to the MHSSC office during the year. 

      

MID-HUDSON SCHOOL STUDY COUNCIL             
     Messenger 
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SAVE THE DATES - FALL 2017-2018 

Aug. 4  62nd MHSSC Annual School  

  Law Conference @ MW HS   8:30AM 

Sept. 13  Ex Committee Mtg. @ MSMC   

  9:00AM  Aquinas Hall Room 109 

Sept. 28  ”Threat Assessment, Drug Aware 

  ness & Current Trends”  MHSSC Din

  ner Workshop @ MSMC  5-9 PM   

  Dominican Center Room 218      

  NYS Trooper Craig Vedder Presenter 

Oct. 14  MHSSC & SSFC Joint Breakfast at  

  NYSSBA in Lake Placid   7:00AM   

Oct. 19  MHSSC Awards for Excellence @       

  Anthony’s Pier 9   6:00PM    

Oct. 24  “Home Brewing Your Leader 

  ship”   (Cohort I)                                                

  MHSSC Dinner Workshop @ New 

  burgh Brewing Company   5-9 PM 

Oct. 25  “Risky Business—Managing Risk  

  Transfer and Student Travel”  

  MHSSC Dinner Workshop @ MSMC   

  5-9 PM  Aquinas Hall Room 163  

                 MHSSC & NYSIR Sponsored Event 

Nov. 7  “Current Legal Issues in Athletics & 

  Physical Education”  (Workshop will 

  run in conjunction with NYSHPERD  

  Catskill Zone mini-conference.)  Mon

  roe-Woodbury HS Auditorium 9-noon 

Nov. TBA “Fall District Clerks Forum” @  

  MSMC  9-11:30 AM   

Dec. 7  Ex Committee Mtg. @ MSMC  

  9:00AM  Aquinas Room 109 

MHSSC & SUNY New Paltz Partner for 

New Administration Cohorts 

 The MHSSC and SUNY New Paltz are part-

 nering to offer two administrative cohorts 

 that will enable area teachers the oppor-

tunity to earn their administrative degrees while 

attending classes in the Goshen area.  Cohort I will 

begin classes in the spring 2018 semester and Co-

hort II classes will begin in the summer 2018.  Co-

hort courses will be offered at reduced tuition 

rates.   

 There will be an informational meeting for 

Cohort I on October 24, 2017 at the Newburgh 

Brewing Company.  The program is entitled 

“Home Brewing Your Leadership”.  (See sidebar 

to left for additional details.)  Superintendents 

and District Clerks will be sent registration materi-

als in September for distribution.  There will be an 

informational meeting for Cohort II on March 20, 

2018, also at the Newburgh Brewing Company.  

Additional information and registration materials 

for Cohort II will be sent to districts in late Janu-

ary.  

Title IX Compliance—District Self-

Assessment Inventory 

 The New England School Development 

Council (NESDEC) is a sister organization of the 

MHSSC, both of whom are members of the larger 

National School Development Council (NSDC).  

While each of the aforementioned organizations 

have slightly different missions, all share in the 

goal of providing service to membership.  With 

that goal in mind, often resources are shared be-

tween groups when applicable.  Jeanne M. Cola-

chico, Esq. & Associates, working in conjunction 

with NESDEC, has developed a Title IX Compli-

ance—District Self-Assessment Inventory tool for 

schools use and has generously offered to share 

this inventory document with the MHSSC mem-

bership.  The goal of the self-assessment inven-

tory is for schools to use this document as a guide 

to insure compliance is being met in all areas re-

lated to Title IX in their district.  The document 

will be sent electronically to all superintendents 

and district clerks in mid-September. 
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Update on MHSSC & Higher Education Re-

search Project Regarding Teacher Prepara-

tion Programs 

 The MHSSC and our Higher Education colleagues 

will once again be partnering for the 2017 edition of the 

MHSSC & Higher Education Joint Research Project in order 

to survey the level of preparation of teacher candidates 

recently hired in the Hudson Valley, as well as assessing 

the future hiring needs of our school districts.  Last year’s 

effort resulted in 39 school districts and BOCES participat-

ing with a 49.5% response rate from MHSSC member 

schools, and a 36% overall response rate.  It is the goal of 

the MHSSC to increase the response rate for the 2017 edi-

tion in order to insure that all voices are heard.  Please 

consider participating if you did not participate last year, 

and to districts and BOCES who participated last year, 

thank you! 

 This past June the MHSSC received the copyright 

number for the 2016 edition of the survey.  In addition, 

data gathered from the survey has been accepted by 

CAEP (the Council for the Accreditation of Educator Prepa-

ration) as a valid source of data for our university partners 

to use in their accreditation process.  The survey results 

have also been widely distributed, including being shared 

with several NYS Board of Regents members, SED repre-

sentatives, MHSSC member districts, college placement 

offices, and, at the request of the New England School 

Development Council, with several other colleges and uni-

versities in the Northeast.  As we undertake the second 

year of survey administration, the MHSSC looks forward 

to continuing to gather a robust data set that accurately 

reflects our region. 

2017 Survey Administration October 2nd-27th 

 Please be note that at the request of several part-

ners, the 2017 edition of the MHSSC & Higher Education 

Joint Research Project will include questions regarding 

future administrative needs in school districts. 

Administration 

Barbara Butler, Joseph Coto, 
Marla Gardner, Frank 

Godlewski, Scott Haberli, 
James Higgins, Marco Lan-
zoni, Susan Moraca, David 
Roda, Gregory Schmalz & 

Larry Washington 

Community Service 

William Dimmit, Sarah 
Messing, Maureen Ksiez-
Muskopf, Deborah Roda & 

Carolyn Simon 

Pupil Personnel 

Susan Cerulli, Jessica 
Cirigliano, Nancy Dunn, 
Patricia Lofaro, Kathryn 
Luttman, Michele McCoy, 
Alice Nash, Sheri Parucki, 
Mary Truesdell & Maureen 

Wasserman 

SUNY Dean’s Award for 
Teaching 

Karen Collura, Cathy 
Hobart, Laurie Kilgore, 

Rosemary Marcolina, Erin 
natalzio, Renee Stoorvogel & 

Morgan Torres 

 

School Board Service 

Larry Berger, Deirdre 
Burns, Deborah Gatti, Al-
fred Gibbs, Jon Huberth, 

Sandi Jeanette, Ned Kopald, 
John Pasichnyk, Frank 

Sambets, Kathy Rappaport 
& Sheila Schwartz 

Support Staff 

Barbara Adamo, Jill Ather-
ton, Nick Boffemmyer, Jack 

Degraw, Sandra Diesing, 
Peggy Koslowski, Jayna 

McAteer, Maureen Nicolette, 
Rochelle O’Mara, Fred 

Sparks, Prudence Thurston 
& Wilson Vargas 

 

The 2017 Awards for Ex-
cellence will be presented 
during the evening of Oc-
tober 19, 2017, at An-
thony’s Pier 9.  Please see 
your district office to re-
serve a seat and join in 
celebrating with your col-
leagues.  Districts, please 
submit one check or PO 
number for all attending 
from your district.  No per-
sonal checks will be ac-
cepted.  Tables of 10 can 
be reserved by district. 

MHSSC Announces Awards for                 

Excellence2017 

2017-2018 invoices (Research Fees) have been sent 

to all districts as well as colleges and universities.  

Please check to see that yours has been paid. 
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 MHSSC Joins Statewide School Finance 

Consortium for 4th Annual Breakfast 

Meeting at NYSSBA Convention 

    While at the New York State School Board Associa-
tion Convention & Expo scheduled for Lake Placid on 
October 12-14, please consider joining colleagues from 
across the state on Saturday morning, October 14th, 
from 7:00-8:00 AM for our fourth annual breakfast 
meeting to discuss current issues related to school fi-
nance and implications for the future.  The breakfast 
will take place in the Great Range Room of the High 
Peaks Resort.  Registration can be completed as part of 
the convention registration process.  (Check off the box 
for “Statewide School finance Consortium / Mid-
Hudson School Study council Joint Breakfast” listed on 
the NYSSBA Convention registration form.)  Last year 
there were over 200 in attendance for this event.  The 
breakfast will conclude in time for participants to at-
tend Saturday morning’s featured sessions. 

4th Annual Breakfast Topic:  

“The Fiscal Health of School Districts and 
the Future of Aid” 

New Student Award Opportunity 

 As a school district affiliated with the Mid-

Hudson School Study Council, we are pleased to offer 

you the opportunity to present the “National School 

Development Council Award for Academic Growth and 

Student Leadership in Learning” to deserving high 

school juniors or seniors in your 

district.  The National School 

Development Council (NSDC) is 

a network of regional school 

study councils, like the MHSSC, 

that supports excellence, equity 

and continuous educational 

improvement.  Member districts should look for addi-

tional material to be sent in early fall.  The award(s) will 

be offered at no charge and available only to MHSSC 

member schools. 

MHSSC Congratulates & Welcomes New 

Superintendents to our Region 

Christine Ackerman—Chappaqua CSD 

Roy Montesano—Bronxville UFSD 

Marc Baiocco—Elmsford UFSD 

Cheryl Champ—Pelham UFSD 

Ronald Hattar—Yorktown CSD 

Matthew Landahl—Beacon CSD 

Victoria McLaren—Onteora CSD 

Mary Foster—Peekskill CSD (Interim) 

Ruth Zuclich—Port Jervis CSD (Interim) 

Steven Cohen—Greenwood Lake UFSD (Interim) 

Welcome to the Mid-Hudson! 

Membership Interest & Needs 

Please be reminded that if your district has a need or 

an idea for a workshop and/or seminar, requests can 

be submitted any time throughout the year for Execu-

tive Committee consideration.  Each of our counties 

has on the Executive Committee superintendent rep-

resentatives, BOCES District superintendent, and/or 

School Board members.  Member districts can contact 

their representative or, call the MHSSC office directly. 

 
Mid-Hudson School Study Council                            

330 Powell Ave. Newburgh, NY 12550                   

845-569-3660  

roberta.greene@msmc.edu 

lynne.cruger@msmc.edu              

www.midhudsonssc.org   


