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Executive Director Message to Member-

ship: 

     As we come to the close of 2016 there continues to 

be uncertainty on the part of those involved in the field 

of public education.  State-wide, as indicated by the par-

ticipants on the panel at our joint breakfast at NYSSBA in 

Buffalo, there is great concern as to how foundation aid 

will be calculated and distributed to districts in the up-

coming New York State budget.  (See links for additional 

information on page 4.)  There is concern with how 

schools will continue to manage under the tax cap and 

what the impact will be to programs should aid remain 

flat.  Schools continue to follow the progress of New 

York’s ESSA application as geographic areas have  re-

cently completed regional meetings.  Uncertainly re-

mains as to the final parameters and requirements 

schools will need to operate under once the NYS plan is 

in place.  There is uncertainly in what education will look 

like under a new president. 

     In spite of the aforementioned areas of uncertainty, 

what is certain is that our schools continue to focus on 

providing the best education possible for all of our stu-

dents.  Because, that is what we always do, and we do it 

well.  Thank you for all that you do for the students of 

the Hudson Valley.  On behalf of Lynne and I, the MHSSC 

wishes all of our member schools a safe and peaceful 

holiday season and a Happy New Year. 

Robbie Greene—Ex. Director MHSSC 

Fall Workshop Update: 

     The MHSSC conducted workshops in the areas of 

“Energy Performance Contracts”, “Transgender Stu-

dents in Athletics and Physical Education”, a 2-part se-

ries on “Cyber Security: Current Issues Facing Schools & 

Are You Prepared?”, and a fall “District Clerk Update” 

during the months of September, October and Novem-

ber.  Thank you to all of the MHSSC members who as-

sisted in getting the word out regarding these programs 

and for registering their folks to attend.  The MHSSC ex-

tends a warm thank you as well to our presenters and 

the various member schools and BOCES  who graciously 

hosted  each event, and/or contracted with us to pro-

vide catering services for refreshments. 

(See Fall Workshop Update continued on pg. 2) 

L to R:  Robert Zayas, Executive of the New York State Public High School Ath-

letic Association (NYSPHSAA), Renee James, Esq., General Council for 

NYSPHSAA, and Karina Magee, student representative—participate in a panel 

discussion at the Transgender Workshop held at Monroe Woodbury HS on 

November 8, 2016. 
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Fall Workshop Update: (continued) 

    Cyber-Security Workshops 

     School personnel from the MHSSC membership at-

tended a 2-part Cyber Security workshop on November 

10th and 17th hosted at MSMC in Newburgh.  In ses-

sion one, Dr. Ken Eastwood, Superintendent of the Mid-

dletown Enlarged City Schools and his team shared 

their journey and the lessons learned from the numer-

ous ‘swatting’ incidents that have occurred in their 

schools over the past year.  Participants in this session 

heard first-hand how to better prepare for extended 

periods of time in a lock down, what works and what 

does not work in managing parents who arrive on cam-

pus in response to an emergency, and how best to pre-

pare clerical staff who may one day field a threatening 

phone call.    Forrest Addor, Director of Technology for 

Orange-Ulster BOCES, discussed the issue of increasing 

DDoS attacks and their impact on the education of stu-

dents, as well as the disruption to back -office func-

tions.  Shared with participants were numerous initia-

tives to mitigate  disruption and impact, as well as ideas 

for identifying possible DDoS origins should one occur 

in your school.  Joining Ken and Forrest were Donald 

Beeler, CEO of TDR Technology Solutions, LLC, and New 

York State Trooper Craig Vedder.   

     In session two, attendees heard from Utica National 

Insurance Underwriter Tom Kevlin, Ed Kipp of Sterling 

and Marshall Insurance, and Brian Gerling and Alex 

Rosati, Senior Counsel with Harris Beach, PLLC,.  Pre-

senters shared how schools can best protect them-

selves with proper coverage, protocol, policies and pro-

cedures, as well as steps to take n the unfortunate 

event a breech occurs in your school.  Information 

shared included actual examples of cyber attacks and 

issues that have occurred in local New York schools and 

how insurance coverage impacted the outcome in each 

case.  Participants were also able to ask questions spe-

cific to each presenters area of expertise in order to 

gain a better understanding of how proper insurance 

coverage can mitigate the impact of a cyber event. 

Transgender Workshop 

     School administrators, Board members, teachers 

and coaches from New York State Public  High School 

Athletic Association Sections I and IX joined together at 

Monroe Woodbury for a Transgender workshop spon-

sored by the MHSSC on November 8, 2016.  Participants 

from the Catskill Zone of HPERD joined in the sessions 

resulting in over 120 school personnel in attendance.  

Panelists shared best practices from both a legal and 

classroom standpoint.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rob Conlon—Co-Chair of Hudson Valley GLSEN presenting during the Trans-

gender Workshop at Monroe Woodbury High School. 

Thank you to Michelle Henn, President of the Catskill 

Zone AHPERD, for her work in coordinating the two 

conference time-slots so everyone had an opportunity 

to attend each session. 

Alex Rosati—Senior Counsel, Harris         Forrest  Addor—Director of Tech–  

Beech PLLC                                                     nology, OU BOCES 
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Annual Meeting & Awards Dinner  Date: 

    The MHSSC Annual Meeting and Awards Dinner will 

be held on April 27, 2016 with a site to be determined.  

Because of the number of participants last year we have 

outgrown our site here on the campus of Mount Saint 

Mary College; what a good problem to have!  Please be 

reminded that during this event awards are presented 

for “Educational Leadership”, “Teaching Excellence” and 

“Golden Apple” (50 years of service to public education).  

Watch your in-box as nomination forms for these awards 

should be arriving to the membership in mid-February.  

Make sure your district, college or university all-stars are 

recognized! 

 

    

MHSSC Joins County School Boards in Spon-

soring Hospitality Room at NYSSBA Conven-

tion & Expo in Buffalo  

     New York State School Board Association held their 

97th Annual Convention & Education Expo on October 

28th and 29th in Buffalo at the Buffalo-Niagara Conven-

tion Center.  This year the MHSSC joined in partnership 

with several of our county school board associations to 

host a hospitality room for member attendees.  It was 

nice to see folks stop by to meet or reacquaint with col-

leagues from across our Mid-Hudson region.  Thank you 

to Susan Doyle, Ex. Director of Orange County School 

Boards, for all of her work in securing sponsors for this 

event.  It was also great to see so many of our member 

schools attending and presenting at the conference! 

                      

“If you want one year of prosperity, plant corn.  If you 

want ten years of prosperity, grow trees.  If you want 

one hundred years of prosperity, educate people.” 

Chinese Proverb…... 

Annual Awards for Excellence Dinner: 

     On October 13, 2016, the MHSSC hosted their 

Annual Awards for Excellence dinner and celebra-

tion at Anthony’s Pier 9 in Newburgh.  This year 

the MHSSC recognized 40 award winners within six  

different categories.  Thank you to all of our  mem-

ber districts who submitted nominations and at-

tended this very special evening to see the honor-

ees receive their medals from the MHSSC and ac-

colades from their peers.   Congratulations to all of 

the 2016 award winners! 

Over 500 guests were n attendance  at the 2016 Awards for Excellence 

at Anthony’s Pier 9. 

2016 Excellence in School Board Service Honorees. 

L to R: L. Greer (PB), K. Lappan (Arlington), M. Riehl (Dutchess Boces), 

S. Sharoff (Mont.), K. Sheehan (Hyde Park), S. Wiles (Fallsburg) 
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Update on MHSSC Higher Education Re-

search Survey on Teacher Preparation Pro-

grams 

     In October 2016 the MHSSC conducted the first survey 

of member schools regarding the preparation of newly 

certified teachers hired from one of the college or univer-

sity teacher preparation programs within our MHSSC 

boundaries.  The survey asked employers how prepared 

the new teachers were in utilizing a variety of teaching 

methodologies, pedagogies, and related skills.  In addi-

tion, the survey also contained a section on the projected 

hiring needs by teacher certification area of Mid-Hudson 

schools over the next several years.  This project was ap-

proved during the spring of 2016 by the MHSSC Executive 

Committee and shared with the membership in the June 

and September 2016 editions of the Messenger, as well as 

through various county organizations.  The MHSSC, as 

well as our higher education colleagues, thank all of our 

members who took the time to complete and submit the 

survey.  A total of 36 districts participated.   

     The survey, designed through a MHSSC and higher edu-

cation partnership, has resulted in a data collection snap-

shot and analysis project that will assist our colleges and 

universities in evaluating their teacher preparation pro-

grams and has provided opportunity for the K-12 commu-

nity to give first-hand feedback on the level of preparation 

of their newly licensed teachers.  The insight and data 

gained from the survey is important as we seek to identify 

areas of both strength and weakness in how prospective 

teacher candidates are being trained to become our next 

generation of educators.    

     Once the compilation of the survey data is finalized, 

copies of the completed report will be sent to the mem-

bership.  The MHSSC Executive Committee will also be 

sharing the survey results and subsequent data with our 

local Regents at our December MHSSC meeting.   

 MHSSC Joins R.E.F.I.T. & Statewide School 

Finance Consortium for 3rd Annual Break-

fast Meeting at NYSSBA Convention 

    On Saturday morning during the NYSSBA Con-

vention & Expo the third annual breakfast meet-

ing jointly hosted by MHSSC, R.E.F.I.T & Statewide 

School Finance Consortium took place.  The event 

focused on current issues related to K-12 school 

finance and the implication of those issues in the 

future and for our region.  For full documents dis-

cussed, go to www.nysasbo.org to see “Supporting 

our Schools; A Study of New York State Foundation Aid 

and Recommendations for Legislative Action 2017-18” 

and www.statewideonline.org/wordpress/data. 

L to R—Featured speaker Deborah H. Cunningham, PhD, Director of Educa-

tion and Research, New York State Association of School Business Officials, 

moderator Dr. Rick Timbs, Ex. Director SSFC, and featured speaker Robert 

Lowery, Deputy Director for Advocacy, Research & Communication, New 

York State Council of Superintendents. 

Membership Interest & Needs 

Please be reminded that if your district has a need or an idea for a 

workshop and/or seminar, requests can be submitted at any time 

throughout the year for Executive Committee consideration.  Please 

e-mail or call us at the MHSSC office with your suggestions. 

roberta.greene@msmc.edu 

lynne.cruger@msmc.edu                     845-569-3660 


