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Annual Meeting 

 The Mid-Hudson School Study Council held its 
annual dinner meeting at Anthony’s Pier 9 in New-
burgh on Thursday, April 27, 2017, with over 200 in 
attendance.  At the conclusion of the social hour, 
sponsored by Keystone Associates, President Hackett 
called the meeting to order and after welcoming 
guests, opened the business portion of the evening.  
Approved were officers for 2017-2018, followed by 
approval of executive committee members for the 
upcoming year.  Attending members also voted and 
approved to adopt a budget of $136,970, as recom-
mended by the Budget Committee, chaired by MHSSC 
treasurer and Superintendent of the Wallkill Central 
School District, Mr. Kevin Castle. 
 In addition to the business portion of the eve-
ning, the MHSSC was proud to once again present 
awards to sixteen deserving individuals from the edu-
cation community within our seven county region.  
Joining our honorees were family, friends and col-
leagues.  Congratulations to Educational Leadership 
Award winners Dr. Kenneth Eastwood from the Mid-
dletown Enlarged City School District 
and Dr. Mary Jean Marsico from 
Rockland BOCES.  Congratulations to 
Teaching Excellence Award winners 
Marguerite Armstrong (Sullivan West 
CSD), Lisah Babb (Dutchess BOCES), 
Erica Bader, Timothy Ferraro and 
Audrey Smith (Clarkstown CSD), Ray-
mond Haberski (Marist College), 
Melanie Hector (Monticello CSD), 
Melissa Hopmayer (Pine Bush CSD), 
Laura Magee (Valley Central CSD), 
Steve Masson (Highland CSD), Maria 
Pages (North Rockland CSD) and 
Emily Rufino (Minisink  Valley CSD). 
 

 

 Final awards of the evening were bestowed 
upon  Golden Apple Award winners Anthony Ben-
civenga from Dominican College, and Edward Sullivan 
from Marist College.  The Golden Apple Award, insti-
tuted in 2016, commemorates fifty years of work in 
the field of education.   The Mid-Hudson School Study 
Council congratulates all of our award winners.  

Teaching Excellence Award  winner Emily Rufino with family, 
friends and colleagues from Minisink Valley CSD. 

Educational Leadership Award winner Dr. Mary Jane Marsico pic-

tured (above center) with family, friends and colleagues from 

Rockland BOCES.  
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MHSSC & Higher Education Joint Research 

Project 

 In late March the final report was issued to 
our membership.  The inaugural 2016 edition of our 
joint research project garnered much attention.  The 
data collected is being used by our college and univer-
sity partners as they meet with freshmen and pro-
spective education majors, while our K-12 schools are 
using the data within both guidance departments and 
Personnel offices.  Copies of the report have been re-
quested and shared with personnel at SED and several 
members of the Board of Regents.  The MHSSC has 
also been asked to present to several groups the re-
search project and subsequent data collection.   

 If you have not yet seen a copy of the final 
document, please check with the office of the Super-
intendent of Schools as each received a copy.  For col-
leges and universities, copies were mailed to your 
CAEP representative.  The document may be copied 
for use within the membership, and for the purpose of 
sharing the information within your school district or 
college/university. 

 

 For the 2017 edition, survey’s will be sent via 
e-mail to all school superintendents at the beginning 
of October.  Please consider participating in this data 
gathering effort as we work together with our higher 
education partners to prepare our next generation of 
educators. 

**~** 

“Data from the 2016 MHSSC Employer Survey indicate that 

the top areas of ex-

pected teacher need in 

the Hudson Valley re-

gion over the next three 

years will include: Birth 

– Grade 2 (43), Grades 1

-6 (78), English 7-12 (29), Math 7-12 (34), LOTE Spanish 7-

12 (20), Physical Education (28), Music K-12 (26), SWD: 

Grades 1-6 (45), and SWD: Grade 7-12 Generalist 

(30).”  (MHSSC Employer Survey 2016) 

**~** 

 

Asst. Principal Rosemarie Romano, award recipient Melanie 
Hector and Principal Sandra Johnson-Fields from George L. 
Cooke Elementary School in the Monticello District. 

 

MHSSC Teams with ORMC for “Red Team 
Training” 

 The MHSSC teamed with Orange Regional 
Medical Center on Thursday, May 11, 2017, for a tech-
nology workshop focused on cyber security.  Brian 
Tew, VP, Information Technology & Chief Information 
Officer of the Greater Hudson Valley Health System, 
led the presentation along with several key members 
of his staff at Orange Regional Medical Center.  Over 
60 participants from various school districts were in 
attendance as Brian shared strategies intended to re-
duce the risk of cyber events occurring within your 
system.  Don Beeler, CEO of TDR Technology Solutions, 
LLC, as well as a member of the Monroe Woodbury 
CSD Board of Education and Chairman of the ORMC 
Board of Directors, facilitated the event. 
 The MHSSC thanks Orange Regional Medical 
Center for their willingness to partner with us in this 
endeavor.  The workshop was the third offered this 
year by the MHSSC with a focus on cyber security.  As 
noted by presenters at all three of our workshop 
events, currently the number one area under attack by 
cyber criminals is health care, followed by educational 
institutions.  As schools, colleges and universities 
move more systems to on-line environments, experts 
expect a significant increase in cyber attacks.  Is your 
institution prepared?  As the highly effective 
“WannaCry”  global malware attack on the weekend 
of May 12, 2017, illustrated, cyber criminals continue 
to be hard at work attempting to gain access to data 
and disrupt systems on a very public scale. 
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Congratulations Dr. Sullivan 

 In March the Mid-Hudson School Study Coun-
cil received notification that Dr. Edward Sullivan, Asso-
ciate Dean for Teacher Education at Marist College 
and member of the MHSSC Executive Committee, had 
been named recipient of the “Cooperative Leadership 
Award”.  The award is presented annually by the Na-
tional School Development Council to deserving indi-
viduals who exhibit exemplary efforts to establish co-
operative relationships with and among educational 
agencies for the purpose of creating educational op-
portunities in our nations schools.  
 Dr. Sullivan has been instrumental this past 
year in providing leadership, as well as expertise, to 
the CAEP joint research project.  He has played a key 
role in bringing the group together, focusing the mis-
sion, and seeing the project through to conclusion in 
this inaugural year.   The Mid-Hudson School Study 
Council and membership congratulate Dr. Sullivan and 
Marist College on this notable achievement and well-
deserved recognition. 
 
 

Melissa Hopmayer, Teaching 

Excellence Award winner, Pine 

Bush Central School District. 

 

 

 

To Contact the MHSSC: 

Roberta Greene, Ex. Director               Roberta.greene@msmc.edu 

Lynne Cruger, Asst. to Director            Lynne.Cruger@msmc.edu 

MHSSC 2016-2017 Workshops 

 This past year the Council sponsored nine 
workshops and staff development opportunities for 
the membership.  From traditional offerings such as 
the Annual Law Conference and District Clerk Work-
shops, to multiple session offered on Cyber Security 
issues, Non-Instructional Leadership, Energy Perform-
ance Contracts and various topics in athletics, valuable 
and timely information was provided to school Board 
members and district participants.  In addition, the 
Mid-Hudson School Study Council partnered with sev-
eral new colleagues this year in order to respond to 
membership requests for specific types of training.  
 And, as noted on the previous page, MHSSC’s 
partnership with Orange Re-
gional Medical Center provided 
an opportunity for school IT 
and administrative personnel to 
hear best practices with regard 
to keeping staff and student 
data secure.  It is the hope that 
the lessons learned in the medi-
cal community can assist 
schools as they continue to grow their reliance on 
technology. 
 On November 8, 2017, the MHSSC partnered 
with NYSPHSAA Sections I and IX, GLSEN-Hudson Val-
ley, and the Catskill Zone of New York State HPERD, to 
sponsor a legal forum on athletics entitled 
“Transgender Students in Athletics and Physical Educa-
tion”.  The workshop, hosted by the Monroe-
Woodbury Central School District, had over 120 school 
personnel in attendance and featured a panel of 
speakers including a representative from Hudson Val-
ley-GLSEN, a student-athlete, and the Executive Direc-
tor and legal council for the New York State Public 
High School Athletic Association.   
 The MHSSC is currently in the process of work-
ing with the Catskill Zone of the NYS HPERD, as well as 
Sections I and IX, to again offer a workshop on Election 
Day.  Save the date—November 7, 2017!  
  
 Have an idea or need for a workshop?  Either 
contact your representative (see back page) or, get in 
touch with us at the MHSSC office and let us know 
what your idea is.  Remember, the MHSSC is member-
ship driven so programming typically comes from 
member requests. 
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So Who Are Your MHSSC Representatives? 

 The Mid-Hudson School Study Council is gov-
erned by a representative Executive Committee.  The 
appointed Executive Committee members serve as 
representatives of their county and serve 2-year 
terms.  MHSSC officers are elected annually from the 
Executive Committee membership.  The Executive 
Committee also includes numerous Ex Officio mem-
bers, namely Community College Presidents, BOCES 
District Superintendents and Higher Education repre-
sentatives.  Ex Officio members are non-voting mem-
bers.  The Executive Committee for 2017-2018, as ap-
proved at the Annual Meeting held on April 27, 2017 
at Anthony’s Pier 9, include the following: 
 

Dutchess County: 

Martin Handler—Pine Plains CSD 

Joseph Phelan—Rhinebeck CSD 

Orange County: 

Sean Michel—Chester UFSD 

Brian Monahan—MVCSD 

Elsie Rodriguez—MWCSD 

Roberto Padilla—NECSD 

Putnam County: 

Andy Irvin—Carmel CSD 

Rockland County: 

Ileana Eckert—Haverstraw-Stony Point CSD 

Sullivan County: 

Robert Dufour—Eldred CSD 

Ivan Katz—Fallsburg CSD 

Nancy Hackett—Sullivan West CSD 

Ulster County: 

Deborah Haab—Highland CSD 

Rosario Agostaro—Rondout Valley CSD 

Kevin Castle—Wallkill CSD 

Westchester County: 

Edward Fuhrman—Croton-Harmon UFSD 

Summer Watch: 

 In  July your school district should receive a 
request for updated district and personnel informa-
tion for publication in the ‘Directory of Mid-Hudson 
Public Schools’.  The request comes from SCOPE Edu-
cation Services, an organization that the Mid-Hudson 
School Study Council contracts with for this project.  
Districts are reminded that it is important to watch for 
this request in the mail and to update all information 
in a timely manner so that accurate information is  
included in the 2017-2018 edition.  Once the MHSSC 
receives the Directories from SCOPE, usually in late 
October or early November, the MHSSC sends Dis-
trict’s their copy via US mail. 
 On behalf of the MHSSC membership, each 
year the Council contracts with the Regional Informa-
tion Center (RIC) to produce a district specific ‘Finance 
Study’.  Once all of the data is available from SED and 
the RIC completes the project, districts are sent their 
specific copy directly from the RIC.  The copy is sent to 
the Superintendent and includes a disc that can be 
used for presentation purposes.  Watch your mailbox 
in August for the ‘Finance Study’. 
 

Save the Dates 2017-2018: 

August 4 MHSSC 62ndAnnual School Law Conf. 

  Monroe Woodbury High School 

Oct. 19  MHSSC Awards for Excellence 

  Anthony’s Pier 9 

Nov. 7  Election Day Conference—TBD 

  Monroe Woodbury High School 

April 26  Annual Meeting & Awards (tent.) 

  Anthony’s Pier 9 

 Workshops will be added & advertised to districts 

as they become finalized. 

Message from the Ex. Director: 

 On behalf of President Hackett and the Execu-

tive Committee, thank you to all of our member 

schools who participated in MHSSC events this past 

year.  We look forward to continuing our work to-

gether in 2017-2018, and best wishes for a successful 

conclusion to the academic year and a restful sum-

mer! 


